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June 2020 He comforts us in all our troubles 

so that we can comfort others.  

2 Corinthians 1:4a NLT 

Why does God allow bad things to happen? In December of 1995 I 

struggled with that question. I cried many nights, waiting on the Lord 

to give me an answer that would make sense. But I never got one. 

Eventually, I accepted the circumstances, but it was not without trou-

bling feelings of anger, deception, and betrayal. I felt deserted and 

abandoned. 

These feelings were not only triggered by the fact that my parents 

were separating, but by the fact that God almighty did nothing to fix 

the situation. My mother prayed, she cared for others, she gave herself 

to God’s purpose, and she served in the local church. I felt like God 

owed it to her to solve our troubles. But He didn’t.  

Things got worse. Dad moved out and abandoned his wife and chil-

dren. He went on to pursue another lady with children of her own. He became the provider for her chil-

dren, while his own children were left for his wife to take care of. 

Because of Dad’s absence, we five siblings and my mother developed a very close relationship. We 

looked after each other. We learned to work hard to provide for the needs of our home. Those who 

were older took on big responsibilities. I, being the second youngest, got my first summer job when I 

was 15 years old at our local “Walmart” as a cashier. I worked long hours, but I loved the job. The fact 

that I could contribute to our home was important to me. 

When Director Mark Surbrook spoke with Pastor Samson by 

phone in June, he heard a cough. Pastor Samson admitted 

that he most likely had fought the coronavirus, later writing 

that he had experienced all the symptoms, but there is so 

little testing available in Haiti that it was not confirmed. 

As of June 10, the Haiti Health Ministry had confirmed over 

3,600 cases of COVID-19, but with only two labs able to con-

duct tests, the number is likely much higher.  

We are grateful to God for Pastor Samson’s return to health. 

Please join us in praying for the Haitian people, who must 

now face this in addition to many other challenges. We were 

glad to share a gift of $2500 for Pastor Samson to provide 

food for the families of school children. Our schools are 

closed, but the families face many needs. 



Evacuated from 

Europe 

A Ministry of the Church of God (Holiness) 

PO Box 4711 
Overland Park, KS 66204 
913-432-0303   www.coghworldmissions.org 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Eventually, my Dad came to Christ. I forgave him in my heart way before 

I had a chance to talk to him. One day in 2010 I was visiting the area 

where he lives. I heard he was teaching a Bible class, and I decided to 

surprise him there. By the time I arrived at the church, he was already 

leading the class. But right there, in front of his congregation, he told 

them how he hurt us and how I struggled. My dad asked my for-

giveness, without knowing that he already had it. Our relationship was 

reestablished that day. 

Fast forward to February 2020. I was teaching a series of lessons to our 

teens at Red Bay based on the life of Moses. We talked about the things 

that Moses had control of and the things he didn’t. While teaching one 

of those lessons, the Holy Spirit led me to talk about the brokenness of 

my relationship with my father and how God had given me victory over 

it after many nights of struggle. This led to a beautiful response. Many 

of the teens opened up about their own struggle with absentee parents 

or their parents' divorces and the abandonment that literally all who 

were in the room had experienced. 

By the end of that session there was not a dry eye in the room. I was 

blessed to usher all 13 teens into the arms of Christ. Some teens where 

coming to Him for the first time. Some others had experienced Christ 

before, but like in the parable of the sower, the seed of the Gospel had 

been choked out. That night, relationships were made right with Christ. 

 At the end of that session I understood what Romans 8:28 is all about: 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 

God.” I understood that bad things happen as a result of the presence 

of sin in our world. I understood that some circumstances are the result 

of bad choices, but I also understood that if I had not experienced the 

brokenness I 

had as a teen, I 

would have 

never been 

able to make 

such a strong 

connection 

with a group of 

teens at Red 

Bay who need-

ed God. 

Thank you for giving to World Missions. 5-10% of most donations are used for administrative costs. 

A family who works among an 

unreached people group in 

Southeastern Europe evacuat-

ed on one of the last flights out 

of their city in March. 

Back in the U.S., they ask for 

prayer: 

 Pray for their emotional 

healing after experiencing 

several traumatic events 

on the field prior to their 

departure. These included 

a major earthquake with 

100s of aftershocks and the 

death of a 4-year-old boy. 

 Ask the Father to provide 

closure; they left many re-

lationships without being 

able to say goodbye. Pray 

for future direction as their 

return has been postponed 

a few months. 

 Pray for the new Christians 

in this people group. God is 

working! The family is able 

to still communicate some 

with them via Facetime. Zenia Woods (second from right) with some of her teen class 


